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No exclusion zones allowed in Marine Park,

so public awareness campaign implemented to 

reduce risk of anchor damage



Large signs at 

11boat ramps 

around the 

southern Passage



Community oyster 

gardening

Produce live shell for 2017 & 2018

2019 – no live shell









2017 – some patch reefs 

surrounded by ‘oyster balls’



2017 – some patch reefs 

surrounded by chained 

singled Besser blocks



2018 – fence 

units of 4 

cemented 

Besser blocks in 

4m diameter 

circle (left)

2019 – same 

fence  design in 

larger elongated 

configuration in 

line with current 

(below)



2019 -

Only bags, 

2 at a time

2017 – 1 bag 

at a time 

2018 – bins and bags, 

one at a time

Hose to sink



Fish monitoring methods-
effects of the reef across the 

seascape

• Remote underwater video stations (RUVS)

• ‘FishMap’ grid survey method
• One RUVS deployment across every point in 

200m grid

• Quantified effects of distance from reef, 
and fish redistribution

• ~120 sites surveyed before installation, and 
then every 6 months



Significantly greater fish abundance and 
diversity at the reef site
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But do the reefs simply attract fish from 
throughout the estuary?

• The simple answer is NO!

• No interaction between time since installation and distance of 
monitoring site to the reef

• Significant increase of fish at the site, but NO change across the 
estuary


